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Overview of the New 

Candidate Support Programme (CSP) 


1. Introduction

The new CSP is part of the EPO co-operation plan with the member states. With the CSP for the EPAC, the EPO actively supports paralegals, patent administrators and formalities officers to demonstrate that they have the required knowledge and skills to deal independently and autonomously with the procedures associated with the filing, prosecution, grant and maintenance of European and international patent applications before the EPO, as well as post-grant procedures.
In confirming their expertise related to European, international and national patent application procedures, the Certificate reflects high standards of professional competency of the successful candidates.
The CSP aims at preparing the students for all four modules of the EPAC of a given year:
EPAC Module 1: General aspects of patent law, EPC and PCT
EPAC Module 2: EPO procedures in filing, search and examination
EPAC Module 3: EPO procedures in post-grant, appeal, validation and UPC
EPAC Module 4: PCT procedure and entry into national/regional phase after PCT
Upon passing a module, the candidates will receive a diploma with an independent title, and by completing all modules they will earn the “European Patent Administration Certificate”. The candidates can enrol for and sit the EPAC every year; in a similar way they can apply for the CSP every year.

2. Support

Selected candidates will receive following support:

(a) Access to the online training course organised by the EPO Patent Academy
(b) Dedicated online tutoring group sessions spread from March to September (excluding the summer months) to help develop a learning methodology aiming at passing the EPAC
(c) A lump sum to cover expenses for learning materials, preferably in electronic form, as deemed necessary for the preparation for the EPAC
(d) A small bursary to cover some of the additional expenses
(e) Reimbursement of their enrolment fees

3. Expectations

The CSP students are expected to commit to the following:

(a) To enrol to the EPAC as soon as the enrolment portal opens
(b) To enrol, prepare for and sit the four modules (highly recommended), or at least two, of the certification in the same year.
(c) To behave according to and to uphold the principles of good will and good faith
(d) To prepare to the best and do their utmost to pass all the EPAC modules in accordance with the best practices commensurate to their ability
(e) To follow the training programme and carry out the related exercises, tasks or assignments diligently
(f) To plan their private time and professional activities such as to be able to follow the pace of the training group, and to complete the assignments within the time delay given by the trainers and/or tutors
(g) To participate in remote study forums/groups and blogs via adequate electronic means
(h) To regularly and actively report to the tutor on the progress of their studies, training sessions or EPAC preparation work
(i) To give to the EPO feedback on any aspect of the CSP when requested











The member states are expected to commit to the following:

(a) To promote the EPAC as well as the CSP on their website and to make use of additional outreach channels to enhance visibility and boost the interest for this new certification
(b) [bookmark: _Int_kFBZ1ETX]To assess the applications they will receive on a platform shared by the EPO. The applications will consist of a curriculum vitae, a letter of motivation and proof of residence, as well as an application form
(c) To share the name of the selected candidate with the EPO
(d) To inform the candidates who were not selected
(e) To follow the timeline and deadlines that will be shared by the EPO at the beginning of every EPAC cycle
(f) To give to the EPO feedback on any aspect of the CSP for the purpose of enhancing the cooperation
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